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Letter of the President 

The International Tree Nut Council (INC) in its International Tree Nut Convention celebrated in Cape Town, South 

Afr ca in May 13-15, 2002 unanimously elected Cuneyd Zapsu of Istanbul, Turkey as its President. Mr. Zapsu 

eplaces retir ng President Don Soetaer , USA, who served INC for 10 years as President 

 

The International Tree Nut Council or I.N.C. is a non-profit organization, whose mission is to increase global tree 

nut consumption by funding international nutrition research, participating in intergoverment and science 

committees and publicizing statistical and other global information about almonds, brazil nuts, cashews, 

macadamias, hazelnuts, pecans, pine nuts, pistachios and walnuts. 

 

INC also collaborates with the World Health Organization (WHO) in Geneva, Switzerland and participates in EU 

Codex Alementarius which develops worldwide food standards. 

 

 

 

Mr. Zapsu, founder and partner of Balsu, serves on 
INC's Executive Committee and co-founded the 
Turkish Hazelnut Promotion Group and co-
chaired the U.S. Hazelnut Council.  
 
Mr. Zapsu is a member of the Board and 
President, Executive Committee, Azizler Holding 
A.S.; was Chairman and President, Istanbul 
Exporters Union; Executive member of the Turkish 
American Business Council; Turkish Exporters 
Assembly. 
 
He is a member of the Turkish Industrialists and 
Businessmen's Association and the World 
Economic Forum in Geneva, Switzerland. 
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The I.N.C. mission and objectives 

 

The International Tree Nut Council or I.N.C. is a non-profit organization formed in 1983 in Paris, whose mission is 

to endorse activities that provide its membership new opportunities for increasing global consumption of 

treenuts by:  

 

Promoting research and new product development by sponsoring national and international programs     

Increasing goodwill and mutual understanding of the treenut industry by promoting international 

meetings in producing and consuming countries 

Increasing awareness of the healthy aspects of treenuts 

Promoting international cooperation by interacting with other institutions and organizations sharing INC’s 

goals 

Collecting and distributing through The Cracker magazine a single source of statistical information, 

information on research and nutrition, trade issues and government regulations, new product 

development and late breaking news 

 

The Chamber of Commerce of Reus, Spain hosts INC headquarters. The Permanent Secretariat is run by Ms. 

Goretti Guasch,  who coordinates INC projects and the various tasks of the Council among the Executive 

Committee members, and assists the President in his duties.  
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The Executive Committee 

The INC leadership is formed by 22 recognized leaders in the industry who volunteer their time and expertise 

on matters which benefit the entire industry. 

 
 

President  Cuneyd Zapsu Azizler Holding A.S., Turkey 

Vice President  Jack Mariani Mariani Nut Company, U.S.A. 

Vice President  Helmut Dankert Max Kiene GmbH, Germany 

General Secretary   Raoul Gamon Somercom, France 

Treasurer  Jordi Martí Borges S.A., Spain 

 Art Beavis International Macadamias Ltd., Australia 

 Remy Berrebi Mincol Ltd., Israel 

  Pino Calcagni V. Besana S.P.A., Italy 

 Nico Cardassilaris Con. Cardassilaris & Sons S.A., Greece 

 Giles Hacking CG Hacking & Sons Limited, United Kingdom 

 Jan Hoogstad Damco Holding Vlaardingen B.V., Netherlands 

 Michael Mendes Diamond of California, U.S.A. 

 Hamid Moaven R.P.P.C., United Kingdom 

  Antonio Pont INC Honorary President,  Borges S.A., Spain 

 Abbas Rafii Ireco S.A., Luxembourg 

 Sabit Sabir Sabirlar Findik Ihracat Ltd. Sti., Turkey 

  Don Soetaert INC Past President,  Agri-Link Internat., U.S.A. 

 Berton Steir Roll International Corporation, U.S.A. 

 James Swink Young Pecan Company, U.S.A. 

 Frank Vaerewijck Q.M. Frank Vaerewijck B.V.B.A., Belgium 

 Rick Vidgen Blue Diamond Growers, U.S.A. 

 Douglas Youngdahl Blue Diamond Growers, U.S.A. 
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The Senators 

 
The Senators are non voting members of the INC Executive Committee who participate in the EC meetings 

sharing knowledge and collaborating with the Executive Committee members. 

 

The INC Senators are: 

 

 Hubert Berrebi, Somercom, France 

 Dieter Fels, Nut consult & Public Relations, Germany 

 Paul Graf, Switzerland 

 Chris Hacking, CG Hacking & Sons Limited, United Kingdom 

 Walter Payne, U.S.A. 

 Jack Taillie, Daarnhouwer & Co. BV, Netherlands 
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