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The European Community supports the elaboration of the sampling plan for aflatoxin 
contamination in unprocessed almonds, Brazil nuts, hazelnuts and pistachios as an adequate 
sampling procedure is of crucial importance for estimating lot average levels and is an 
essential component in the development of any maximum level in cases where contaminants 
are heterogeneously distributed throughout a lot, as is the case for aflatoxins.  
 
The European Community notes that the sampling plan has to be adjusted depending on the 
maximum level that will be considered by CCFAC for either unprocessed or processed 
almonds, Brazil nuts, hazelnuts and pistachios.  
 
The European Community wishes to make the following comments at this stage of the 
discussions: 
 
- As there is not yet a maximum level agreed at Codex, this should be made clear by putting 
throughout the document any reference to a maximum level in square brackets.  
 
- No maximum level for aflatoxins is yet under consideration in CCFAC for Brazil nuts and 
therefore all reference to Brazil nuts should be deleted from the document. Furthermore in 
the “Discussion paper on aflatoxin contamination in Brazil nuts” (CX/FAC 06/38/24), it is 
recommended that an international specific sampling plan for Brazil nuts is developed (§ 54, 
V.d).  
 
- The European Community wishes to take the pragmatic view of adopting a single sampling 
plan for aflatoxins in all types of nuts.  The proliferation of several different sampling plans 
will cause confusion. 
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- Given the toxicity of aflatoxins and the Codex guiding principle to protect consumers 
health, the European Community is of the opinion that the sampling plan particularly in the 
case of processed almonds, hazelnuts and pistachios intended for direct human consumption, 
should be refocused to minimize the consumer’s risk, while maintaining the feasibility of the 
sampling procedure.  
 
- The sample has to be representative for the consignment. Therefore the sample must be 
constituted from incremental samples taken throughout the consignment. This rather than 
sample size is the key issue in aflatoxin sampling plans. Consequently it is of major 
importance to define the number of incremental samples to be taken throughout the 
consignment lot as it was also done in the Codex sampling plan for total aflatoxins in 
peanuts intended for further processing (CODEX STAN 209-1999, Rev. 1 – 2001). 
 
- It is not appropriate to refer in a sampling plan which will be applicable worldwide to 
specific equipment which might even not be available worldwide. Therefore no reference 
should be made to a particular type of mill. It is more appropriate to describe the degree of 
homogenisation to be achieved as has been done in the sampling plan for peanuts intended 
for further processing (CODEX STAN 209 – Rev 1). Sample preparation performance 
criteria should be defined instead of specifying equipment to be used.  
 
- Also analytical method performance criteria should be developed. 
 
- The sampling plan should not be based on shelled sample as shelling nuts prior to analysis 
is very costly. 
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